
John Innes Foundation – Undergraduate Bursary Award Scheme 2023

Information and application form 



Our offer
• The John Innes Foundation (JIF) Undergraduate Bursary
Award Scheme finances one student per year who is taking a
three-year degree course in Agriculture.
• Suitable candidates for the bursary will be considering a
career in either Farm Management, Agronomy, Field trials or
Farmed Environmental Services.
• The bursary will cover all course fees and will be paid each
term to the successful student depending on positive course
tutor feedback. The bursary will be awarded on a competitive
basis.
• As well as course fee re-imbursement, the successful
student will be mentored by Keith Norman (farming
consultant and previously a director at Velcourt Ltd), who will
facilitate work experience during breaks from university term
times.
• Several organisations have offered work experience /
placements to the successful bursary student, which include
Velcourt Ltd, NIAB, Hutchinsons and the National Trust Farms.

Alex Neason, JIF Bursar 2017, Royal 
Agricultural University



About the John Innes Foundation
JIF’s mission is to advance the acquisition and application of
knowledge about plants and microbes for societal,
environmental and commercial benefit. JIF delivers its mission
by:
• Supporting scientific research, education, training and

public engagement;
• Maintaining and exploiting a unique historical collection of

books and other documents;
• Emphasising the importance of innovation in agriculture

and horticulture;
• Working in close association with a range of partners,

including John Innes Centre, University of East Anglia and
Anglia Innovation Partners LLP.

The Foundation has a long and generous history of supporting
education, and the undergraduate bursary scheme was
established in 2017. Further information about JIF can be
found here: https://www.johninnesfoundation.org.uk/about/

Harry Goring, JIF Bursar 2018, Royal 
Agricultural University

https://www.johninnesfoundation.org.uk/about/


Student Feedback on the Bursary Scheme

Charlie Rogers, JIF Bursar 2022, Royal Agricultural University ‘This prestigious 
bursary has allowed me to further develop my connections with agricultural 
businesses and focus more of my finances on improving my practical skills in the 
land-based sector.’

Maddie Phillips, JIF Bursar 2021, Newcastle University ‘The JIF bursary has given 
me the opportunity and confidence that I need to follow my dream of pursuing a 
career in agriculture. Coming from a non-farming background; I have worked hard 
to ensure that I gain as much farm experience as I can, in a range of sectors, 
outside of term time. 
This experience, coupled with the ongoing support from Keith Norman and the 
Foundation, has provided me with the freedom to enter this sector and play an 
active part in meeting the challenges that face modern farming today. I cannot 
thank them enough for the help they have given me.’

Rory Lomas, JIF Bursar 2018, Harper Adams University ‘Coming from a non-
farming background, the bursary has helped me pursue my passion for 
Agriculture. From offering technical and career advice, to introducing me to an 
industry leading farm management company, the foundation has been 
instrumental in helping me progress my career.’



Conditions of the Bursary

The student will be shortlisted and selected through a combination of interview and a written application and will comply with the 
following criteria: -
• Not from a farming background and of UK origin.
• Have the need for financial assistance to complete the university course.
• Enrolled on a full time, three-year, BSc (Hons) degree course in either Agriculture, Crop Production or Environmental Science
• The bursary student will pursue a career in the UK.
• The bursary may also be extended to second or third year students, where situations may have changed within the family,

making them eligible in terms of financial need.
Please note that if shortlisted you will be required to provide evidence of financial need to justify the award of the bursary.

The Bursary

The bursary will be paid at the beginning of each term and is discretionary on the student’s progress and attendance record. 
The bursary will cover the annual cost of the tuition fees, currently £9,250 per annum.
The Closing date for applications is Sunday 1 October 2023.
Further information is available from Keith Norman (JIF Trustee) at Keith Norman keith@keithnorman.com 
Applications should be emailed to shannon.woodhouse@rnaa.org.uk 

The Royal Norfolk Agricultural Association (RNAA) is appointed by the John Innes Foundation trustees to help promote and 
administrate the JIF Undergraduate Bursary Award Scheme. By submitting your application you are agreeing to the RNAA 
contacting you for marketing purposes.

mailto:keith@keithnorman.com
mailto:shannonwoodhouse@rnaa.org.uk


John Innes Foundation Undergraduate Bursary Award Scheme application form 

Please note that all information will be treated with the strictest of confidence. 

Personal Information 

Full Name 

Date of Birth 

Address 

Postcode 

Email address 

Mobile phone number 

Degree Course 

University 

Career Plans after graduating (max 150 words) 

Experience to date in Agriculture (max 150 words) 



Skills relevant to course and career (max 250 words) 

What are the main problems facing sustainable crop production at present?  (max 350 words) 

What is your vision for the future of farming with the ambitious targets of Net Zero by 2040? 
What methods and new technology do you think could be adopted? (max words 350)  



What is your motivation for applying for the JIF Bursary? (max 250 words) 

Please tell us why you think you are eligible to be considered for this Bursary and provide details 
of your personal and family circumstances.  

Please note that if your application is successful, you will be required to provide evidence 
of the financial need to justify the award of the bursary. A third party assessor will be used 
and you will be guided through the process. Any assessment will be highly confidential.
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